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had appeared in the House of Lords and made a last plea for
the colonials, but still demanded the retention of English sove-
reignty. He also pointed out the danger of a French intervention.
When the news of Burgoyne's surrender came Chatham spoke
vigorously against giving way to the demand for independence,
but the effort was beyond his strength—he had a fit, and a few
weeks later was dead.
Until France could effectively intervene the Anglo-German
forces of the royalist commanders in America were able to main-
tain a stalemate. They actually improved their position, upon
the plan of gradually reducing the maritime belt northward and
southward from New York, working entirely from the sea, which
was still at their disposal. But by 1779 the French fleet was
beginning to enter upon the scene.
If we look at the problem on its broadest lines the choice
before England was really one between holding India and
holding the American Colonies. Command of the sea could be
maintained in one of the two fields, but not in both. The
French had formed an alliance with the Spaniards in the hope
of increasing their naval force, but no success came of it, and
the first active operations of the French fleet on the American
coast were beaten off. By the late spring of 1780 the English
occupation of the seaboard had succeeded in holding Savannah,
the chief port of Georgia, and Charlestown, the chief port of
South Carolina, taking there a number of prisoners and guns.
By the end of the year 1780 the English hold upon the southern
states was thought so strong that the French considered a com-
promise whereby England should retain them on condition that
the rest were abandoned. In 1781 the English position was
still •maintained, though with more difficulty; Cornwallis, who
was in command, won an expensive action at Guilford Court-
house, but had to retreat after it to the sea-coast. As he
continued to advance northward the insurgents occupied more
and more of the south behind him; but the rebellion was in
the last stages of financial exhaustion, and the French, rein-
forcement was hitherto insufficient. Everything depended now
upon the power of the French to act from the sea and to land
reinforcement and supplies.
(4) After deceiving Clinton and his English garrison in New
York into thinking that the mfrj" attack would strike there,
Washington began to march southward against Cornwallis with

